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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils make full use of the extensive outdoor facilities which helps them to develop a 
love of learning. For example, they enjoy looking after the school’s farm animals as 
well as playing and learning in the woods. Pupils relish helping the site manager by 
working on the farm. Some pupils volunteer to feed the animals in the school 
holidays. Pupils are especially proud of their recently acquired alpacas: Machu, 
Picchu and Chewpaca! They maintain garden plots to grow food. Pupils told us that 
they like the many opportunities to take part in sports and other activities. 
 
Pupils are respectful. They behave well. Pupils understand what bullying is. They say 
that staff deal with any poor behaviour effectively. School leaders have created a 
nurturing, inclusive school where attendance is high. The positive relationships 
between staff and pupils reflect this.  
 
Pupils understand the school values of ‘sustainability, creativity, responsibility, 
confidence, fun, perseverance, pride and aspiration’. Through these values, the 
school provides high-quality personal development for pupils.  
 
School leaders and staff have high expectations for all pupils. Pupils can develop, 
practise and apply their learning in different ways. This helps them to remember 
what they have learned. They are aspirational and achieve well. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Pupils receive a good-quality education. Leaders and staff share the same ambition 
for pupils to achieve their best. Pupils develop their talents and interests in areas 
such as animal care, gardening, sports and science. Staff teach pupils about their 
future education and career choices well. 
 
The school’s curriculum is set out so that pupils learn new things in a logical 
sequence. It is planned to meet the needs of Edwalton pupils, including those with 
special education needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and disadvantaged pupils. It 
provides pupils with interesting and exciting experiences. Subject plans show how 
teaching will build on what pupils already know. Teachers check that pupils retain 
their knowledge by revisiting what pupils have previously learned. Pupils told us that 
teachers help them to get ‘sticky knowledge’. This is knowledge that sticks in their 
minds. Teachers make connections between subjects in the curriculum. This helps 
pupils to remember the words and facts that they need to know. Pupils can apply 
their knowledge in practical situations. In some subjects, teachers do not ensure 
that the work they give to pupils is demanding enough. For example, in geography, 
pupils often complete tasks that do not extend their understanding.  
 
Pupils enjoy reading. Staff share books with pupils and read stories to them. Pupils 
learn to read using phonics. Leaders check pupils’ progress in phonics regularly. 
Pupils make swift progress with their early reading. Teachers support pupils who 
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struggle to read to catch up well. Pupils use their phonics knowledge to help them to 
read and spell words accurately. Teachers make sure that pupils’ books match the 
sounds that they are learning. Pupils become fluent and confident readers as they 
move through the school.  
 
Leaders provide an outstanding education for pupils’ personal development. Pupils 
can take part in a variety of different activities. This includes working with the 
animals on the farm and enterprise projects. There are extensive opportunities for 
pupils to develop their understanding of different cultures. Teachers nurture pupils’ 
talents and interests. Pupils develop strong social and emotional skills. They 
appreciate the importance of diversity. Pupils told inspectors, ‘We are very lucky to 
be in a school like this. We learn to respect people with views different from our 
own.’  
 
Parents and carers appreciate the high-quality personal development their children 
receive. A comment typical of many parents was, ‘My child is very happy, is thriving 
academically and socially and is developing her character. Staff encourage her to 
become the best version of herself.’  
 
Children in the early years are well looked after in an inspiring environment. They 
socialise and behave well together. Children learn phonics from the beginning of the 
Reception Year. They make a good start to their early reading. They develop their 
learning in different areas of the curriculum well. We saw children using wooden 
planks to build a house and act out the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. Yet teachers 
do not always assess what children know and can do in mathematics effectively. This 
means that some children do not make the strong progress in mathematics that 
they should. 
 
Governors check on the work of the school closely. They know its strengths and 
where improvement is needed. However, they have not made sure that the school 
website contains all the information that is required for parents.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
There is a strong culture of safeguarding in the school. Staff are vigilant to the signs 
of potential safeguarding concerns. The safeguarding team are tenacious in their 
work. Their actions secure support for pupils who may be at risk of harm. They work 
with families and external agencies to keep pupils safe. Leaders ensure that all staff 
receive up-to-date training in safeguarding procedures.  
 
Staff teach pupils to be aware of the potential risks they may face in life. For 
example, pupils learn about the dangers of using social media and of drug and 
alcohol abuse. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
◼ Leaders have developed a curriculum that is planned sequentially across all 

subjects. However, the work that pupils do in some subjects is not as demanding 
as they are required to do in others. Leaders should now fully embed the 
expectations of the curriculum to ensure that work given to pupils is equally 
demanding across all subjects. 

◼ The Flying High Trust provides strong support to the school. They provide skilled 
support to staff and they know the school well. Members of the local governing 
board are passionate about the school and monitor school improvement actions 
closely. Governors now need to ensure that they fulfil their statutory duties with 
regard to maintaining information that should be published on the school’s 
website. This includes providing parents with succinct and up-to-date information 
about how the school identifies, assesses and meets the needs of pupils with 
SEND. 

◼ The early years leader records evidence of children’s achievements to plan their 
learning and provision. However, their knowledge of how well children are doing 
in mathematics is not as strong as it is in other areas of the curriculum. Leaders 
need to ensure that they precisely capture children’s achievements in 
mathematics to accurately plan their next steps. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 142348 

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council 

Inspection number 10110100 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 422 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Neil Robinson 

Headteacher Anthony Thomas 

Website www.edwaltonprimaryschool.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 2 October 2018 

 

Information about this school 
 
◼ There have been no significant changes since the last inspection.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
◼ Inspectors met with the headteacher, assistant headteachers and the leaders 

responsible for early years, the provision for pupils with SEND and several leaders 
of curriculum subjects. The lead inspector met with two members of the 
governing board and four representatives from the trust. 

◼ Inspectors looked closely at the school’s provision in reading, mathematics, 
science and personal, social and health education (PSHE). They met with the 
leaders of these subjects and visited classes from all year groups. They spoke 
with teachers about the lessons they deliver. They met with pupils and spoke with 
them about their work. They also looked at pupils’ work in these subjects and 
others. 

◼ Inspectors spoke with parents informally. They also took account of 106 
responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View, and nine responses to Ofsted’s 
survey for staff. They spoke with a variety of school staff. Inspectors also spoke 

http://www.edwaltonprimaryschool.co.uk/
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with pupils about their school and took account of 116 responses to Ofsted’s 
survey for them.  

◼ The inspectors looked at a range of documents, including: the school’s self-
evaluation of current performance and plans for improvement; the overview of 
the school’s curriculum planning; the school’s most recent published information 
on the achievement and progress of pupils; information relating to safeguarding; 
information about behaviour management; information relating to the school’s 
use of the pupil premium funding and funding for pupils with SEND; the school’s 
most recent information relating to the attendance of pupils; and minutes from 
meetings of the governing board. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Stephanie Innes-Taylor, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Jane Moore Ofsted Inspector 

Caroline Stewart Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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